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News from the Management Committee  
 
Each year, the club is allocated a certain number of red point events. Many of these are used for club championship 
events and congresses. However, there are always a few to spare and the Management Committee, on 
recommendation from the Tournament Committee, tries to distribute these as evenly as possible across different 
days and evenings. 
 
Sometimes red point events are cancelled due to Covid or lack of entries, so some sessions towards the end of the 
year may suddenly become red point events. Therefore, if you are on the lookout for those elusive red points, or are 
interested in slightly more challenging competition, perhaps add the following events to you and your favourite 
partners’ diaries: 
 

- Festive Pairs, or looking forward to Christmas, Tuesday afternoon 21 December 
- Cheerfully waving goodbye to a horrid 2021, Friday afternoon, 31 December 
- No football on telly so bridge is a great alternative, Friday night, 7 January 

 
Also, don’t forget to enter SPBC’s annual January Swiss Pairs that starts on Monday evening, 10 January. This is 
always a very popular event with the great bonus being that, after the first round, you’ll always play against pairs 
doing as well (or as badly) as you. 
 
As reported last month, SPBC will be instigating COVID vaccine requirements, in line with BAWA and ABF rules, from 
5 February 2022 (the date when WA’s borders will open). Club President, Danny Ravn, will advise all members how 
this is to be implemented. The Management Committee has taken into consideration all issues pertaining to 
members’ rights to privacy as well as reducing the risk to players to as low as reasonably practicable. 

 

Club Christmas Party 
 
Jackie and Matthew Wilding, along with many 
helpers, once again delivered a great Christmas 
feast for 85 members. 

Unfortunately, it isn’t easy to write a happy, 
uplifting story from the party as, while most 
people enjoyed the afternoon and evening, there 
has been a barrage of complaints about rudeness 
and “cliquishness” from some members, 
especially at the bridge table. 

Members from the supervised and novice 
sessions supported the party in droves and for 
many it was the first time they had played in a 
normal session against experienced players. 

Almost all of them have also told me it was the last time for them as well as they were put off by people saying 
things like “you have to work it out” when queried about what they meant when an opening bid could be four or five 
different hand types.  

Supervised players have never heard of multi, optimal or myxi-twos. Now, Nick and I were playing Moscito and we 
know that makes some people nervous. However, we made it very clear to every inexperienced pair we played 
against that we would explain all bids and would assist with defence if they would like it. Some took us up on the 
offer, with two still crowing about netting +300 from us. So, if the rude players (you know who you are) get another 
chance to play against beginners in the future, please act more as Ambassadors and Mentors and less as bullies. 
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Message from Treasurer Shane 
Firstly, thank you to the large number of Members that now pay their game fees by token. It does make the 
Directors and my work much easier. Members are also encouraged, where possible, to pay their subscriptions and 
purchase their tokens by EFT as this is easy for the Club to accurately record payment and incurs no fees. If paying by 
EFT, please ensure that you specify in the payment reference your name and purpose of remittance, eg tokens. If 
purchasing tokens by EFT, your bag(s) of tokens can be collected from the game director usually within 48 hours of 
receipt of payment. 

If paying at the Club by cash, can you please ensure that bank notes are not damaged or creased. The ATM deposit 
machine, which is very convenient for bulk deposits, will not accept even mildly damaged notes.  
 

Latest Promotions 

Gold Life:   Helen Arendts 
Bronze Regional Master: Malcolm Tull 
Silver Local Master:  Bev Scott 
Bronze Local Master:  Violet Bacon, Jeremy Clafton and Kathy Murray 
Local Master:   Pip Brady 
Club Master:   Brian Shaw 
Graduate Master:  Erik Moller and Betty Lou Williams 
 

Improving your bridge 

Bridge is a partnership game and, much like a marriage you should be there for each other, for richer (+1100) or 
poorer (-1400), in sickness (zero count and 4333 distribution) and in health (a combined 13+ tricks). Anyway, 
communication is the key, both in bidding and in defence. 

Today, we’ll talk about bidding. Each time you make a bid, you should be telling your partner a bit more about your 
hand. Don’t just give them the same message and expect partner to interpret it as something different (it is really 
sounding like a marriage now, isn’t it?)  

For example, most of us play five card major openings. If you do, and you have a five-card major and open the 
bidding with 1H or 1S, then your second bid CANNOT be a repeat. You’ve already told your partner that you have 
five cards in that suit, so you must find another bid. If you repeat your suit (2H, 2S, 3H, 3S etc), you must have at 
least six. So, with only five, your second bid must be a different suit or NT (or, and here’s a really radical thought, 
support your partner’s suit - if you have the required number of cards in that suit, normally at least four). 
 

Wednesday night supervised – a party! 
The Wednesday night supervised group invites anyone that has played on a Wednesday evening this year to join 
them on Wednesday, 22 December for a pre-Christmas party from around 5.45pm (fish & chips will be ordered). 

 

A very Merry Christmas to All and hope for a great 2022 

For those complaining about the biscuits, SPBC cannot provide chocolate biscuits in the summer as 
they melt in the storeroom. 

 
Remember, everyone comes to the club to enjoy companionship and bridge. We must all do our 

part to make the club a great place to be, and that includes kitchen duties just one month a year… 
Thank you! 


